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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) outlines how RES (the Applicant) has engaged with the local 

community to inform them about the proposed Winking Hill Energy Storage System, hereinafter referred to as 

the ‘Proposed Development’.  

It explains how and when the community were consulted before the planning application was submitted to 

Rushcliffe Borough Council and how this consultation has shaped the Proposed Development. 

The SCI summarises those activities undertaken, details how comments received from the community were 

considered, and sets out if any consequent changes or mitigating measures have been included in the proposal. 

1.2 Proposed Development 

The Proposed Development consists of an up to 99.9MW Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) located on land 

off West Leake Lane, approximately 1.8km from Ratcliffe-on-Soar and 2.5km from Gotham, Nottinghamshire.  

The proposed site is not expected to exceed five hectares and would comprise 64 battery storage containers, 

associated foundations, power conversion systems, substation infrastructure, a transformer, and underground 

cabling. 

The site has been chosen due to its proximity to Ratcliffe-on-Soar substation, where it would connect directly to 

the grid via underground cabling. 

 

2 The Applicant’s Commitment to Consultation 

The Applicant is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company, working across 24 countries and 

active in wind, solar, energy storage, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution. As an industry innovator 

for over 40 years, RES has delivered more than 27GW of renewable energy projects across the globe and 

supports an operational asset portfolio exceeding 41GW worldwide for a large client base.  

The Applicant is committed to finding effective and appropriate ways of engaging with all its stakeholders, 

including local residents and community organisations, and believes that the views of local people are an 

integral part of the development process. The Applicant wants to be a good neighbour to the communities that 

host our projects and will listen to and address questions or concerns that interested parties might have. A 

comprehensive process that engages with local people and stakeholders at an early stage allows an informed 

debate that helps the Applicant identify issues of potential concern, explore solutions and design a project that 

will be welcomed as a positive asset by the local community. 

 

3 Statutory Requirements and Best Practice 

Guidance 

Conducting an early and transparent pre-application public consultation is consistent with the guidance within 

the NPPF (2023). Paragraph 39 of the NPPF states that:  
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“Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application 

system for all parties. Good quality pre-application discussion enables better coordination between public and 

private resources and improved outcomes for the community.” 

The NPPF goes on to state that:  

“[Local Authorities] should also, where they think this would be beneficial, encourage any applicants who are not 

already required to do so by law to engage with the local community and, where relevant, with statutory and non-

statutory consultees, before submitting their applications.”  

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act of 2004 ensures Local Authorities develop strategies to engage the 

local community in the planning process. These strategies must be set out in a document called a ‘Statement of 

Community Involvement’ and must be aimed at all sections of society - including identified ‘hard to reach’ 

groups - and encourage engagement in the planning process. The aim is to encourage ‘ownership’ of the 

planning process by the community.  

As a result, this SCI (for the Proposed Development) also fulfils a recommendation of Rushcliffe Borough 

Council, as the Local Planning Authority, to provide people with an opportunity to feed into the design process 

of a scheme.  

Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Statement of Community Involvement1 sets out how early community 

consultation should take place on planning issues. Paragraph 1.2 states: 

“The aim is to ensure that all groups in the Borough are involved in the process early enough for people to be able 

to have an input, and to address the needs of those groups of people who traditionally have not been involved in 

the process but may have specific needs to be met or addressed. It is important that all views are sought, not just 

those of people with a direct interest in a land use proposal.” 

It goes on to note in paragraph 4.14 and 4.15: 

“At the pre-application stage we consider that developers can have a crucial role in engaging local communities 

with the planning process.” 

“If a proposal is likely to prompt significant community interest, we recommend and would encourage early 

involvement with the community before submitting a planning application, particularly for larger developments”. 

 

4 Consultation Methodology 

The purpose of pre-application community consultation is to improve, where possible, the quality of the 

proposed planning application by considering public opinions and addressing, wherever possible, any issues 

raised by stakeholders. It is also intended that any interested stakeholders have access to up-to-date and 

accurate information regarding the Proposed Development and the opportunity to provide feedback to be 

considered prior to the proposed planning application being finalised and submitted. 

4.1 Community and Stakeholder Mapping 

This section details the key local stakeholders that the Applicant identified and consulted with during the pre-

application consultation process. Prior to the start of the consultation, the Applicant undertook desktop 

research to develop a comprehensive understanding of the key stakeholders to engage with during pre-

 

1 https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/xf0pnozc/final-statement-of-community-involvement-march-2019.pdf  

https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/xf0pnozc/final-statement-of-community-involvement-march-2019.pdf
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application community consultation. This research involved identifying local stakeholders located around the 

site of the Proposed Development. 

The stakeholder groups identified included: 

• Locally elected political representatives including: 

• MP for Rushcliffe Constituency  

• Relevant ward councillors from Gotham Ward of Rushcliffe Borough Council 

• Ratcliffe-on-Soar Parish Meeting 

• Thrumpton Parish Meeting  

• Gotham Parish Council 

• The local population around the Proposed Development, including Gotham, West Leake, Kingston-on-

Soar and Ratcliffe-on-Soar villages. 

 

5 Consultation 

The pre-application public consultation began on 20 August 2024. During the pre-application public 

consultation, a range of communication methods were used to provide information about the Proposed 

Development and ensure that the local community had the opportunity to provide their feedback. These 

methods included: 

5.1 Letter emailed to elected representatives – 20 August 2024 

The Applicant wrote to the Gotham Ward councillors to advise them that the Applicant was 

investigating the potential for an energy storage development at the site location and would 

commence a number of consultation activities shortly - including setting up a dedicated project 

website and holding an online public exhibition to gather people’s feedback on the proposal. 

The letter also invited these representatives to contact the Applicant if they wished to arrange a 

meeting to discuss the proposal.  A copy of the letter can be found at Appendix A.  

 

5.2 Project Website – 21 August 2024 

On Wednesday 21 August 2024, a project website was launched at www.winkinghill-

energystorage.co.uk containing information on the Proposed Development, details of the upcoming 

online consultation activities, as well as contact details for the project team to facilitate direct 

engagement.   

The project website remains live and will be updated when the planning submission is made, to 

include links to all planning application documentation. 

 

5.3 Pre-Exhibition Advertising – 4 and 9 September 2024 

The Applicant placed two advertisements which appeared in the Nottingham Post on 4 September and 

9 September 2024 to help raise awareness of the upcoming online public exhibition and opportunity to 

book individual telephone or video appointments with the project team. A copy of the advertisement 

can be found at Appendix B. 

http://www.winkinghill-energystorage.co.uk/
http://www.winkinghill-energystorage.co.uk/
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5.4 Community Pre-Exhibition Newsletter Mailing – 6 September 

2024 

On 6 September 2024, the Applicant sent a newsletter, advertising the upcoming online public 

exhibition and opportunity to book individual telephone or video appointments with the project team, 

to 247 properties identified within 2km of the Proposed Development. A copy of the newsletter can be 

found at Appendix C. 

 

5.5 Launch of Online Public Exhibition – 16 September 2024 

An online public exhibition was launched on Monday 16 September 2024, with detailed information on 

the project. Screenshots of the online exhibition information can be found at Appendix D. 

Telephone and video call appointments, as advertised in the pre-exhibition newsletter, were made 

available on Wednesday 18 September 2024, from 10am – 2pm and 4pm-8pm as part of the online 

exhibition. These time slots were intentionally scheduled to overlap with lunchtime and extend into 

the evening to maximise convenience. Additionally, contact details for the team were included in all 

project communications, ensuring that anyone could reach out at any time with questions throughout 

the project’s development. No requests for appointments were received by the Applicant. 

A comment form was provided as part of the online public exhibition to encourage feedback from 

visitors about renewable energy in general, as well as the project design specifically, and was made 

available as a downloadable Microsoft Word document which could be returned by email or by post. A 

copy of the comments form can be found at Appendix E. 

The consultation period for feedback on the proposal ran from 16 September 2024 to 2 October 
2024. A total of one completed comment form was received by the Applicant (in addition to other 
feedback received by email).  

At all stages of the consultation process the Applicant clearly set out the purpose of the 
consultation and emphasised that comments made were not representations to the determining 
authority (Rushcliffe Borough Council) and that there would be the opportunity for representations 
to be made to the determining authority once the planning application was submitted.  

 

5.6 Newsletter emailed to locally elected representatives – 17 

September 2024 

A follow-up email was sent to all elected representatives on Tuesday 17 September reminding them of 

the online public exhibition and sharing a copy of the newsletter mailing sent to the community. 

 

5.7 Other consultation and correspondence 

In addition to the activities outline above, the Applicant has been receiving and responding to 

enquiries and comments from elected representatives, including MP James Naish, Cllr Rex Walker, and 

hosted a phone meeting with the deputy chair of Ratcliffe-on-Soar Parish Meeting. All comments and 
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queries received throughout the pre-application consultation period can be found in section 6, along 

with the Applicant’s responses. 

In summary, a range of engagement and communication activities were undertaken as part of the pre-

application consultation - reaching both local stakeholders as well as audiences in the wider area. This 

activity included: 

o Letters to elected representatives; 

o Advertisements for the online public exhibition in the local press; 

o Newsletter informing local residents and elected representatives about the online public 

exhibition; 

o Online public exhibition; and 

o A dedicated project website. 

 

6 Feedback and Applicant’s Response  

The Applicant believes in meaningful and effective consultation, to facilitate constructive dialogue with 

stakeholders and the community. All feedback received through the pre-application consultation activities has 

been considered, as part of the pre-application process. 

The feedback received ahead of submitting the application is summarised below together with the Applicant’s 

response. 

Issue raised Applicant’s response 

Location 

Precise location of your development “It 

would be very help to have more clarity on the 

precise development site” 

 

Description of location: “Your letter refers to 

Winking Hill being 2.5 miles from Gotham. Why 

you said this is unclear as Ratcliffe village is 

barely one half a mile from Winking Hill farm. 

Such assumptions that the project is a long 

distance from the "important" locations” 

 

Green belt/why not on power station 

brownfield: “Piecemeal erosion of the green 

belt near the Ratcliffe site rather than 

developing on it”. 

“I’m not clear about why you’d be siting things 

off the very large brownfield site opposite.” 

 

The Proposed Development is located just 250 metres 

southeast of Ratcliffe-on-Soar Grid Supply Point (GSP)at 

which it would connect, on land off the A453 and West 

Leake Lane. 

Energy storage developments need to be located as 

close as possible to the substation from which its grid 

connection is provided in order to limit electrical losses, 

ensure efficiency of the system, and to limit potential 

environmental impacts from underground or overhead 

cabling.  

The brownfield site of Ratcliffe-on-Soar Power Station 

has a specific Local Development Order (LDO) which was 

developed by Rushcliffe Borough Council and the site 

owners prior to the Applicant identifying this area for an 

energy storage system. The LDO area is fully 

occupied and has no availability for third party 

development of this nature. Consequently, the Applicant 

has chosen this site as it is still close enough to the 

Ratcliffe-on-Soar substation to react quickly enough to 

support the grid infrastructure, and 

immediately adjacent to the LDO to minimise 
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Other developments: “Are you aware there 

was another developer which has been denied 

for battery storage right next door to you?” 

potential visual impact and not encroach significantly 

into the wider area.  

The Applicant understands local concerns on the loss of 

greenbelt land and the project is being specifically 

designed to minimise any potential impacts. Over half of 

the total footprint of the Proposed Development is 

dedicated to biodiversity improvement. 

Through measures provided as part of the Landscaping 

Plan, which accompanies the planning application, a 

Biodiversity Net Gain of 77.4% in habitat units and 

79.27% in hedgerow units could be achieved. 

Furthermore, the land will be re-instated to its current 

condition after decommissioning; there will be no long-

term loss of greenbelt as a result of this project. The 

Applicant has endeavoured to tuck the project into the 

edge of the LDO, with the aim to reduce potential 

visibility as much as possible. 

The Applicant is aware of the neighbouring 

development, for which the planning application had 

been denied at the time it was discussed with the 

consultee. The Applicant notes that the neighbouring 

development submitted an appeal to the council in 

September 2024, and will be attending a hearing in 

January 2025.  

Community Benefit 

“Over the years, the community has received 

very little benefits from the developments.” 

The Applicant seeks to be a power for good in 

communities that neighbour their projects by working 

openly and constructively to ensure tangible local 

benefits. Some of the most direct benefits from the 

Proposed Development, if consented, are jobs and 

employment for local businesses and contractors. The 

Applicant is committed to ensuring, wherever practical, 

local contractors are used in all aspects of the project 

development.  

As part of the pre-application consultation, the 

Applicant, through the comment form, invited the local 

community feedback on any priorities and projects they 

would like to see delivered or supported in their 

community from the Proposed Development, should it 

receive consent. The Applicant was contacted in early 

September 2024 by Kingston on Soar Beer Festival to 

discuss the event and its fundraising activity towards the 

Village Hall refurbishments. On 12 September 2024, the 

Applicant approved and paid a funding request of £550. 

The Applicant was the title sponsor for this event and 

together with the festival, made QR codes and the 
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proposal webpage available for anyone to view 

throughout the weekend. The Applicant welcomes 

further feedback throughout the determination phase.  

Grid network 

Grid offer/acceptance: “The situation with 

regard to acceptance of power by the grid. We 

would expect that you will have applied. With 

experience of a number of other solar and 

battery storage projects (now in excess of 6 

individual projects) we have none that have 

successfully acquired a date by which the grid 

will accept power from the project” 

 

Connection to grid: “The location of the pylon 

(or otherwise) you which to intend to connect” 

 

National Energy System Operator (NESO): 

The creation of the National Energy System 

Operator (NESO) on October 1st is reputed to 

bring planning under one roof. At present the 

long lead time from completion of a scheme to 

delivering power is worrying. What impact do 

you think the new body will make?  

The Applicant has accepted a grid offer that sees the 

project connecting to the GSP at the Ratcliffe-on-Soar 

substation via an underground cable. The Distribution 

Network Operator (DNO) will be responsible for 

confirming the grid route.  

Additional pylons will not be required for the grid 

connection. 

One of NESO’s main priorities is to ensure that our 

energy infrastructure is secure, resilient, flexible, and 

future proof. In recent forums the strategy of such has 

been heavily discussed, and what NESO aims to produce 

is a plan whereby connections that are needed now 

more than ever, are prioritised somewhat based on the 

generation type, in relation to the national and regional 

needs regarding the network. Ie. In regions of the 

network across the UK, they will study what generation 

mix is best and needed asap.  

Given the importance of energy storage in the UK energy 

mix, the Applicant hopes to see the connection dates of 

storage projects expedited to help support the roll-out 

of renewable generation across the grid, as well as help 

maintain grid stability more generally.  

Energy Storage 

“The means by which you intend to deliver 

power to the grid” 

“Where are you storing energy from?” 

Like most energy storage systems of this size, the 

Proposed Development would not be directly linked to 

an electricity generating station. The Proposed 

Development would be connected directly to the wider 

grid network, via the Ratcliffe-on-Soar GSP, and will be 

utilised by the network operator to balance peaks and 

troughs in energy demand and generation.  

This type of energy storage is considered the fastest 

technology for responding to sudden spikes in 

demand and is essential to help support the wider roll 

out of green energy across the UK. 

Traffic and Transport 

“West Leake Lane already has large vehicle 

movements with the quarry and gypsum 

extraction nearby” 

A Transport Statement accompanies the planning 

application and outlines details of the proposed 

transport management arrangements during the 

construction of the Proposed Development, and also 

provides details of transport movements during both 

construction and operation of the Proposed 

Development.  
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Engineering assessments of the local road network have 

been undertaken and conclude that the impact on traffic 

and other road users is expected to be negligible.   

Heavy construction traffic is largely concentrated to the 

first quarter of the construction period, where 

earthworks are taking place and heavy equipment is 

being removed from site. After this, traffic is largely 

limited to personnel movements.  

Operational traffic movements are generally low, on 

average once a month for maintenance purposes and 

site inspections. Active monitoring is carried out by the 

Operations & Maintenance team and site manager which 

can reduce site attendance through early fault 

detection. 

Timescales 

“… when are you hoping to energise the site?” 

If the Proposed Development is consented, construction 

of energy storage systems of this size is expected to take 

approximately two years, subject to grid connection.  

Archaeology 

“There is nothing on the site of any 

consequence but during construction please 

can you keep a waiting brief? The area is 

historically rich” 

“I am not aware of anything specific to flag” 

 

A Heritage Report accompanies the planning 

application, which presents the result of a full site survey 

that was undertaken. 

Results from the report suggest that the site has limited 

archaeological potential and as such, the Proposed 

Development is unlikely to have any impact.  

 

7 Summary 

The Applicant believes that consultation and effective communication is extremely important when developing 

an energy storage project.  The Applicant has consulted proactively on the Proposed Development in order to 

facilitate an early and constructive consultation process and used a variety of methods to communicate and 

engage with the local community, stakeholders and other interested parties in order to facilitate a strong public 

understanding of the potential impacts and benefits of the Proposed Development.  

This SCI sets out the consultation in respect of a full planning application for the Proposed Development. 

During the consultation period, one comment form was submitted in addition to correspondence and 

conversation with local elected representations. The comments and questions received during the consultation 

period and the one comment form received were neutral to the project. Any concerns or queries received by the 

Applicant were able to be allayed with the provision of more information, for example, confirmation that the 

Applicant would not be proposing additional pylons in the local area.  

The Applicant is committed to continuing the open dialogue it has established with the local community during 

pre-application consultation as the planning process continues. The Proposed Development’s website at 

www.winkinghill-energystorage.co.uk will be updated regularly to enable people to keep up to date with the 

latest news about the Proposed Development as it progresses. Once the planning application has been 

validated by Rushcliffe Borough Council, the Applicant will write to stakeholders and members of the 

http://www.winkinghill-energystorage.co.uk/
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community who have asked to be kept updated on the Proposed Development, to provide them with the 

planning reference number and contact details for Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Planning department, should 

they wish to submit a formal representation. 
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Appendices 

Appendix A.   Letter to stakeholders (August 2024) 

Appendix B.   Public exhibition newspaper advert (September 2024) 

 Appendix B1.  Public exhibition newspaper advert in the Nottingham Post 4 September 

 Appendix B2.  Public exhibition newspaper advert in the Nottingham Post 9 September 

Appendix C. Public consultation newsletter (September 2024) 

Appendix D.   Online exhibition information  

Appendix E.   Public consultation comment form 
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Appendix A – Letter to stakeholders (August 2024)  
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Appendix B – Public exhibition newspaper advert (September 2024) 
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Appendix B1 – Public exhibition newspaper advert in the Nottingham Post 4 September 
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Appendix B2 – Public exhibition newspaper advert in the Nottingham Post 9 September 
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Appendix C – Public Consultation Newsletter (September 2024) 
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Appendix D – Online Exhibition Information   
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Appendix E – Public Consultation Comment Form  
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